CALLING ALL NATURALISTS AND NATURALIST WANNA-BEs to

"WEDNESDAYS in the WILD"

Natural History Talks/Workshops/Field Trips 1-3p.m. or As Noted 

APRIL – JUNE 2013

Apr 3rd  1-3pm Public Health Importance of Indiana Ticks ---------------------------------------- indoor pgm—LNC
       John MacDonald (Purdue Entomologist) will discuss the biology and impact of these bloodsucking parasites, with a 

       focus on Lyme Disease.

Apr 10th 1-3pm Warren County Property Walk ----------------------------------------------- outdoor pgm—SUSAN’s
       Susan Ulrich (avid birder and botanizer) will lead this walk through her property’s wooded ravines & uplands (yes, up and

       down hiking necessary).  The focus will be to see how a property can recover after non-native autumn olive & honeysuckle are

       removed, and to enjoy a number of native species along the way. [Limited parking space, so best to join 12:15 CARPOOL at LNC.]
Apr 17th 1-3pm Weather Myths in Forecasting ------------------------------------------------------- indoor pgm—LNC
       For years our ancestors relied on popular lore to predict the coming weather.  Some of these have a basis in reality, while others

       do not.   Chad Evans (WLFI Chief Meteorologist) will talk about several of these myths and help sort out fact from fiction.

Apr 24th 1-3pm Literature on the Land: A Literary Hike at Weiler-Leopold Nature Reserve ----- outdoor—W-L
       Join Gus Nyberg (NICHES Executive Dir) & Mary Cutler (Tipp County Naturalist) in an exploration of the sights of this beautiful 

       nature area while sharing literary gems from the works of Aldo Leopold—famed conservationist, author of A Sand County Almanac, 

       and the father of one of the prior owners of this Warren County property!  [CARPOOL leaves LNC at 12:15.]
May 1st  1-3pm Pleasures of a “birdy” yard & how to do your part! ------------------------------ indoor pgm—LNC
       The presence of birds in an urban/suburban yard can supply pleasure and a constant sense of anticipation. Harmon (Mick) 

       Weeks, Jr. (Purdue Professor Emeritus of Wildlife Biology) will discuss what folks can do to encourage birds through 

       planting or managing native plant species that attract birds by supplying critical food and cover resources.

May 8th  1-3pm Indiana’s Forest Heritage: A Stroll Through a Big Woods ----------------- outdoor pgm—BRYAN
        Tom Swinford (Regional Ecologist for IDNR Div of Nature Preserves) will take hikers on a trip back in time through the Eunice

       H. Bryan Nature Preserve in Clinton County.  Experience the wonder of pre-settlement age trees and a carpet of spring wildflowers 

       that reflect the former glory of the Hoosier state.  Wear footwear appropriate for wet/muddy conditions. [12:15 CARPOOL from LNC.]
May 15th 1-3pm Hike Back to the 1850s Along Delphi’s Canal Towpath --------------------- outdoor pgm—DELPHI
       Dan McCain (a descendent of two generations of the lime magnates) will lead this hike along the original towpath, and over the 

       restored 1873 Bowstring Arch Bridge to inspect the remnants of a thriving lime industry of the canal era. This natural beauty and

       history walk & talk will include interacting with interpretive exhibits, and hiking to Founders Point and along 1880s Belt Railroad Trail.

May 22nd 1-3pm Indian Creek Basin Walk --------[CARPOOL leaves LNC at 12:15.]-------- outdoor pgm—ICB/NICHES
       Come and enjoy a slow and casual tour of the wetlands of Indian Creek Basin. Explore this floodplain of the Wabash River with

       Gus Nyberg (NICHES Executive Director) and learn a few of the plants and animals that inhabit this area in Tippecanoe County.

May 29th 8-10pm Attracting & Collecting Insects at Night -------------------------------------- outdoor pgm—WNC
       As the summer sun sets, many insects emerge that are often not noticed during the day.  Purdue Entomologist John Shukle

       will first introduce selected methods of attracting & collecting insects at night and then give participants a chance to try out

       these methods near the banks of Burnett Creek!
Jun 5th  1-3pm Up-close Bird ID using Mist Nets ------------------------------------------------- outdoor pgm—WNC
       Mick & Sally Weeks (Purdue Dept of Forestry & Natural Resources) will demonstrate the use of mist nets and identify 

       the birds that come to the nets during this program.  A wonderful opportunity to get an up-close look at our local birds! 

Jun 12th 1-3pm Bats Abound in Indiana --------------------------------------------------------------- indoor pgm—LNC
       Contrary to popular belief, bats are clean, gentle, and intelligent creatures. Join Angie Manuel (Prophetstown St Park Interpretive

       Naturalist) to discover which bats call Indiana home, how they benefit Hoosiers, what threats they face, and how you can help! 
Jun 19th 7-9pm Eastern box turtle genetics: maybe the tortoise could beat the hare! -------- indoor pgm—LNC

        Purdue researcher Steve Kimble will give a presentation on the surprising findings that resulted from his study of the 

       genetics of eastern box turtles across their range.

Jun 26th  8-10pm Fireflies—nature’s little night lights! ---------Bring a flashlight------- indoor/outdoor pgm—LNC
       Why the lights? How do they do it?  Find out with Purdue Entomologist Arwin Provonsha. 

LOCATIONS of these FREE PROGRAMS which are OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

BRYAN (Eunice H Bryan N.P.): Go east out SR 38 thru Mulberry. Several miles after Mulberry, turn left (north) onto County Rd 450W--gravel rd. (If 

   you reach US 421/Mattix Corner, you’ve missed 450W.) Go ~ 1 ½ miles on 450W to a marked parking lot on the right OR 12:15 at LNC to CARPOOL.
LNC (Lilly Nature Center/Celery Bog Nature Area): In West Lafayette, on north side of Lindberg Rd, between Northwestern and McCormick.
DELPHI (Canal Interpretive Center): Meet at 1pm—1030 North Washington St (a dozen blocks north of the Carroll County Courthouse in Delphi).
ICB (Indian Creek Basin): Meet at 1pm in property parking lot (directions at www.nicheslandtrust.org) OR 12:30pm at LNC to CARPOOL.
SUSAN’s Take Division Rd past Fort Ouiatenon, past Ross Hills Park into Warren Co. The road soon makes two 90-deg turns; at the Greenhill sign, 

   turn left onto 1125 E.  Go about 2 miles to a T; turn left onto 500 N—a dead end gravel road. Follow to dead end OR meet 12:15 at LNC to CARPOOL. 

W-L (Weiler-Leopold/NICHES): Meet at 1pm in Weiler-Leopold parking lot (directions at www.nicheslandtrust.org) OR 12:15 at LNC to CARPOOL.
WNC (Wah-ba-shik-a Nature Center): In Battle Ground, at the end of the Battlefield Monument parking lot off N. 9th St.

FOR MORE INFORMATION or TO HELP WITH PLANNING, contact:

Mary Cutler 765-567-2993; Dan Dunten 765-775-5172; Joan Mohr Samuels 765-567-7023, mohrsamuels@comcast.net

SPONSORED BY

Mary Cutler, Naturalist, Tippecanoe County Park & Rec Dept. —  Sycamore Audubon Society  —  NICHES Land Trust

Dan Dunten, Stewardship Manager, West Lafayette Parks & Rec Dept.  —  West Central Chapter of INPAWS







