
 The final schedule for this all-day celebration in honor of Celery Bog Park 
organized by the Friends of Celery Bog isnôt available yet, however there will 
be bird hikes going during the morning (Temple Pearson, Barny Dunning, and 
Susan Ulrich) plant hikes in the afternoon (Sam Postlethwaite, Nick Harby), 
along with wetland tours (Mary Cutler), a butterfly garden tour (Lynn Layden 
and John McDonald), teen and elementary school art activities, Plein Air art 
workshop (fee), activities for children and families, and tree planting.  

 An art exhibit organized by Rena Brower and Brenda Moore which fea-

tures artist works that were inspired by Celery Bog will be set up in the meet-
ing room. There will also be a display of childrenôs art and writing.  Watch for 
the final printed schedule which should be available soon. The event is spon-
sored by the Friends of Celery Bog, the West Lafayette Parks Department, 

Sycamore Audubon Society, INPAWS, and Master Gardeners.  

ARBOR DAY TREE PLANTING: Help needed     Tree planting is scheduled 
for 1-2 or 2:30 p.m. as part of West Lafayetteôs Arbor Day Events. Mayor 
John Dennis will be there to kick it off, along with his friend, Smokey Bear.  

 The trees are courtesy of Jan Meyer who donated a number of young 
buttonbush and Bald Cypress to SAS that she grew in a plot at University 
Place. People are needed to help dig and transplant approximately 50 trees. . 
Bring a shovel and  a bucket and join us. If you or your family would like to 

adopt and plant one of the trees. Contact Dan Dunten at WL Parks. The cy-
press and buttonbush will add to the diversity of the park and provide great 
habitat for birds and wildlife.  

 The evening program begins at 7 p.m. with some light refreshments sup-
plied by the Master Gardeners (coordinated by Sue Hiser), followed by a brief 
introduction to Friends of Celery Bog and the bogôs history (Joan Mohr 

Samuels and Mary Cutler). There will be  

readings by Nancy Patchen and the 
Womenôs Creative Writing Group. Deep 
& Simple is providing live music and  
you can watch Rena Brower in action as 
she creates a new painting.  
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Join the crowd at Celery Bog on April 10th: thereõs great trail access by bike or foot.  

 After 15 years of dedicated 
service, John Flicker has decided 
to end his stay as president of 
National Audubon.  

 

 The transition comes after 
major advances during the past 
year, including the spread of an 
Audubon-championed approach 
to save imperiled Greater Sage-
Grouse while allowing properly 
located energy development, and  
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CHAPTER NEWS 

BOARD HELP NEEDED:  
 

 Serving on SASôs board is 
easy and keeps the organization 
going. New people with an enthu-
siasm (donôt have to be an expert) 
for birds and wildlife are needed. If 
you are interested please call or 
email Susan Ulrich (p 7). The 
board meets the first Monday of 
each month. Meetings usually last 
an hour. Possibilities include sec-
retary or publicity person oré. 

CHECK OUT  www.sycamoreaudubon.org  

 Paul Books, SASôs newest board member, has refreshed and up-
graded SASôs website. Check 
it out. There are interactive fea-
tures and links to other sites of 
interest. The current and back 
issues of The Sycamore War-
bler  are also on line.  
 

 There are many items that 
donôt fit this 8-page newsletter 
that weôll post there ðsuch as 
interesting facts, other pro-
grams, etc.  

GARDEN EXPO  April 24  
 Garden Expo is the Saturday 
of Earth Week which happens to 
be April 24th. The location is the 
Tippecanoe County Fairgroundsô 
Swine Barn. Hours run from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.  There are loads of 
vendors and several lectures. 
Audubon will pass out information 
and sell plants and other donated 
items. You can help by donating 
those plants and items &/or by 
volunteering at the booth. Contact 
Susan Ulrich ( p. 7).  
 

5TH GRADE BIRD HIKES  
 Hereôs a chance for YOU to    
increase bird appreciation in the 
younger generation.  
 

 People are needed to lead 
West Lafayette 5th graders on an 
early morning bird walk Tuesday 
and/or Thursday morning May 4 
and 6 at Camp Tecumseh. Hikes 
last about 45 minutes and are a 
nice refresher for the Big Day in 
May Count. At least one 5th-
grader who was introduced to 
birds at 5th Grade Camp became 
an ornithologist! Volunteers can 
carpool from WL or drive them-
selves. Breakfast is provided after 
the hikes and you can be back in 
town by 9 or 9:30 a.m. (earlier if 

you skip breakfast) Call Chuck 
Tuttle for more information (p.7).  

 
BAKE & PLANT SALE BENEFITS  

OBSERVATION TOWER  
 A new observation tower is 
being built for birders along the 
lakeshore. Money raised at SASôs 
March 26-8 bake and plant sale 
will help pay for it. Donations of 
plants and food and other items 
are needed. So are cashiers.  
Please help , just contact Susan 
Ulrich (see p. 7). Hours are Friday 
evening from 6-9, Saturday from 
10-5, and Sunday from 1-6.   
 

 Items can be dropped at the 
library starting Thursday after 10 
a.m. or contact Susan to make 
other arrangements.  

 

THANK YOU, TRAVIS  
 Special thanks to Travis Har-
ris for stepping up to lead the bird 
hike  to the Purdue Wildlife Area 
when Rick and Barny both devel-
oped conflicts. 

 

REFRESHMENTS 
 If you can supply nibbles for 
the April or May programs, please 
contact Susan Ulrich (see page 
7). SAS takes care of beverages. 
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SCIENCE FAIR RESULTS  

 Audubon judges for the 2010 
Lafayette Regional Science Fair 
were Paul Brooks, Lora Martin, 
Diane Packett, and Susan Ulrich. 
SAS awards go to the best envi-
ronmental/conservation projects. 

1st Place Elementary:  $25 award 

James Mustillo , Happy Hollow 
ñA Taste of the Wabashò. 

Honorable mentions: 

Rosalie Stanley, Klondike MS 

Bethany  Wagner, St Boniface 

1st Place Junior:  $50 award 

Sarah Campbell, St James   
ñThe Effect of Carbon Seques-
tration on the Bioluminescence 

of Pyrocystis fusiformis.  

Honorable Mentions: 

Chase Latour, Klondike MS 

Hannah Morman , St James  

1st Place Senior: $50 award 

Maggie Furtner , W Lafayette HS 

ñThe Effect of Glutamic Acid on 
Earthworm Casting ò 

Honorable Mentions: 

Dimi Boutselis , Jefferson HS 

Sunland Gong , W Lafayette HS 

 Trumpeter (L) & Mute Swan (R), Celery Bog Nov 11. Photo Ning Wu 



 

PROGRAM:  Hellbender Stories .  Rod Williams, assistant Professor in Forestry and Natural 
Resources, will talk about this rarely seen large amphibian found in southern Indiana. 7:15 
Lilly Nature Center. West Lafayette.  
 
FIRST DAY OF SPRING MIGRANT TRIP. Meet at 8:30 a.m. at the Celery Bog gravel park-
ing area. We will look over the wetlands at Celery Bog for migrating water birds and move to 
other areas if birds are being reported elsewhere.  
 
EARLY BIRD HIKES START.  Barny Dunning 8 a.m. Purdue Horticulture Park. These will be 
held every Thursday during the spring migration period.  
 
SPRING BAKE & PLANT SALE . Bring donations to the WL Library. Funds will help build a 
bird observation tower along the lake shore. Donations needed. More info on page 2.  
 
PROGRAM: Chattering in the Chimney: the mysterious Chimney Swift.   Shirley 
Needham, Wildlife Rehabilitator, Fulton County. 7:15 p.m. Lilly Nature Center, W Lafayette.  
Sign up for a Big Day in May Bird Count starting at 6:45 p.m.  
 
PROPHETSTOWN STATE PARK. Meet at 6:30 PM (evening!) at the far end of the drive in 
Prophetstown. We will walk the trails along the boundaries of the park and look at the prairie 
in spring, while watching for migrants passing through.   Contact Barny for directions.  
 
I NDIANA BEACH CAMPGROUND. Rick Read will lead a walk through the Indiana Beach 
Campground. Habitats include riparian, lake/pond, field & forest. The campground is located 
on the north side of Monticello, off West Shafer Drive. At Indiana Beach Road, turn west 
(away from the amusement park). Meet outside the campground registration office at 7:30 
AM for a 2 -3 hour walk. Weôll enter the park together; participants can leave at any time. 
 
IAS Spring Birding Festival. At Indiana Audubon Societyôs Mary Gray Sanctuary near 
Connersville. Loads of activities. Go to Indianaaudubon.org  for more information. Bill 
Cummings, who used to be on SASôs board years ago, is organizing the event.  
 
BIG DAY IN MAY BIRD COUNT.  All day bird count. See back page for info.  
 
PROGRAM:  BIRDS AND WILDLIFE OF INDIA .  Russ Mumford, former professor of    
Wildlife Science, will share his photos and paintings from his travels in the forest reserves of 
India. 7:15 Lilly Nature Center. West Lafayette.  
 
TIPPECANOE RIVER STATE PARK & WINAMAC SF&WA .  Jon Chapman will take us to his 
favorite birding spots in two outstanding state refuges that straddle US -31, 4 miles north of 
Winamac. Jon will lead us through various habitats to view resident & migrant waterfowl and 
passerines. Carpools will depart from two locations. Barny Dunning will lead one from the W 
Lafayette Celery Bog gravel parking lot departing at 6:00 AM. Rick Read will lead another 
departing from the Monticello Public Library at 6:30 AM. We will meet Jon inside Tippecanoe 
River SP at the Waterfowl Area Parking Lot at 7:30 AM.  
 
MARTELL  FOREST TRIP.  Meet at 7 AM for a half day trip starting at the entrance to     
Purdue's Martell Forest on the east side of County Road 725 West in Tippecanoe County 
(south of SR 26 & north of Division Rd).   We will be looking for birds of the mature forest, 
plus late spring migrants.   This is the time Connecticut Warblers migrate through Indiana.  
 
GRASSLAND BIRDS AT PROPHETSTOWN STATE PARK.  Susan Ulrich 1 -3 p.m. A 
Wednesdays in the Wild program. There is an charge for each car entering the park. We will 
see what grassland birds and other interesting things we can find that might be around.  
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Fall-Winter Sycamore Audubon Calendar  
Save the Dates!  Program meetings are held on the second Thursday of the month at 7:15 PM in the Lilly Nature Center in 

West Lafayette.  People are invited to join other members and the speaker for "Dinner and Conversation"  starting at 6:00 PM 
at the MCL Cafeteria (West Lafayette) except for Septemberõs Carry-In dinner.  Field trips times vary, see below.  

March 11  
Thursday  
 
 
March 20  
Saturday  
 
 
March 25  
Every Thursday  
 
March 26 -28  
Fri -Sunday  
 
April 8  
Thursday  
 
 
April 18  
Sunday  
 
 
April 24  
Saturday  
 
 
 
 
April 30 -  
May 1  
 
 
May 8  
 
May 13  
Thursday  
 
 
May 15  
Saturday  
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 29  
Saturday  
 
 
 
June 9  
Wednesday  
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 ̧ Dec 2 & 5 Russ Allison had a Hermit Thrush show up at his feeders in 

West Lafayette.  Jan 18 he reported a Brown Creeper. Joan Samuels 
(Battle Ground) had a creeper on Feb 26. Noble Kizer (Lafayette) and 

Susan Ulrich (Warren Co) have had them regularly this winter. 
 

 ̧ Marianne Sadowski was delighted to have a Fox Sparrow show up at her 
feeders Dec. 28. She also enjoyed the Pileated Woodpeckers coming for 

suet. Joan Samuels found the antics between two Pileateds and a Northern 
Flicker fascinating to watch as the Pileateds excavated in a tree outside 
their window while the flicker hung around and did a bit of digging too .  

 

 ̧ Rick Read (Monticello) has been keeping his eyes open since he retired. 

He reported 9 Hooded Mergansers on Lake Freeman Dec 5; 9 Common 
Mergansers on Jan 26; and 29 Bald Eagles along the Wabash in Carroll 

County on Jan 15 while scouting for an eagle trip. He also found a 400-500 
mixed bird flock on Jan 9 made up of Snow Buntings, Lapland Longspurs 

and Horned Larks. The attraction was a waste seed spill. Feb 28 Rick saw 
4 Herring Gulls near Tall Timbers Marina.  
 

 ̧ On Jan 8 between 3 & 5 p.m. Del Arvin counted 615 Sandhill Cranes in 

various groupings, heading south near Buck Creek. His son and his daugh-
ter who live nearby heard and saw additional flocks that same day. In early 

January Del had up to 50 Snow Buntings and another day 150 Horned 
Larks and 10-20 Lapland Longspurs. His feeders have been busy too: 2 

Field Sparrows and up to 5 Fox Sparrows have been around 
 

 ̧ Celery bog visitors keep your eyes open for Coyotes. Jan 27 Larry Miller 

was running on the Cattail Trail in Celery Bog Park when a dog, coyote or 
siren sounded to the north.  So many coyotes responded from the area of 

the pothole sign he found it a little unnerving.  

 

 ̧ Feb 7 Marylou Pumroy spotted a Snowy Owl in Carroll Co near US421 x 

1100 N. Rick Read tried relo-
cating it with no success.  
 

 ̧ Ning Wu found a number of 
interesting birds this past  

season.  Dec 15 he noted a 
Whooping Crane with a flock 

of Sandhill Cranes fling over 
the Purdue Research Park. 

Next month, on January 31 he 
discovered a female Surf   

Scoter on the Wabash near 
Williamsburg Apartments. He 

was able to get this picture 
the next day. Ed Hopkins  relocated it Feb 2. Finally, Feb 20, Ning noted a 

Rossõs Goose grazing among the Canada Geese on Purdueõs Golf Course 
south of Lindberg Road in W Lafayette.  
 

 ̧ Michael Retter & Matt Hale had 29 Greater White-fronted Geese fly over 
their apartment north of Celery Bog in West Lafayette on Dec 14. On the 

27th they saw an American Pipit in Warren County.  
 

 ̧ Dan Dunten saw his 1st Red-winged Blackbirds at Celery Bog March 1. 
 

 ̧ Feb 1 Ed Hopkins noticed a small falcon land atop a power pole at US 
52 & Salisbury in WL. He parked at CVS pharmacy and identified the bird 

as a    female Merlin. The bird was still on the pole at 6 p.m. when Ed left.  
 

 Track hummingbird migration at: www,humminbirds.net/map.html 
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Nature Notes & News  NAS GUIDES for iPHONE  
 

Green Mountain Digital now has some 
National Audubon Society field guides 

available for the iPhone and iTouch 
platforms. Each includes enhance-

ments not found in the books such as 
2,300 bird songs. More Audubon 

Guides are coming. You can provide 
feedback on the  apps at  

 

 feedback@greenmtd.com  
 

or volunteer as a beta tester.  

Female Surf Scoter on 

Wabash.  Photo: Ning Wu  

MAGEE  MARSH  

 

 In 2002,  Indiana Audubon Society 
went  to the area now known as Magee 

Marsh Wildlife Area on the southern 
shore of Lake Erie, and came back with 
a list of 156 species of birds, including 
30 warblers. A super bonus was Ohio's 

first, and only, Garganey.  

  

 In 2004, the IAS trip had "only 
151 species" including 27 species of 
warblers, American White Pelican, Wil-

let, 10,000 Dunlin, and a bonus Brown 
Pelican at Eagle Creek on the way.  
  

 Magee Marsh has become the pre-
mier neotropical migrant hotspot in the 

Midwest, if not the entire country.   The 
boardwalk provides an experience no 
birder should go without.   It is not 
every day you practically have to kick 

warblers out of your way.   Nearby are 
extensive marshes and wetlands that 
offer a variety of waterfowl, shorebirds, 
and waders .    

  

 What will 2010 hold for IASôs May 
21 -24 trip?   Friday & Monday will be 
travel days,   giving the group at least 
one afternoon, two full days, + another 

morning to bird Magee Marsh and sur-
rounds.    Rob Ripma and Alan Bruner 
will make the arrangements for the 
trip.   Please contact Rob (317 -748 -

4140, robripma@yahoo.com) for infor-
mation on lodging.   A block of rooms is 
reserved at a local hotel until April 15.  
  

Information about Magee Marsh 
can be found at:  

www.friendsofmageemarsh.org/
birding.php  




